The Overland Adrenture

On 20 August 1908 Howry Dutton and Murray Aunger drove ntfo-
Darwin aboord Huy very car, making history as the furst people to-
blsect the continent of Avstralio from sowtn to- nortiv by motor cor.
This was Heir second attempt and tire coast to- const trip from the
Southern Ocean to-the Arafura Sea, from Adelaide to- Davrwin, ook
51 dayy to- complete. During iy jonrney of 2100 mides across tie
harsih Avstralion landscape Hrey crossed deserts, negotiated dury anol
wet creeks and rivers, traversed bogs, buwsiv trocks and grosslands and
even escaped a bushfire.

This ntrepld journey took place ondy roughly Ffty years after
explorers sl as Johun MeDouwaldl Stnant and Captoin Stuart had
suecessfully proved there was no great indand sea, a once widely
held. belief, in the arid centre of thhe continent: There were no- roaos
or bridges, only the occasional track made by comel trainsy - U was a
hostue land. Following the Hin copper wire of tie Overland
Telegrapiv Line, the adienturery experienced tive extremes of smele oo
vost continent; from below- freezing nights n tirve temperote zones
ovound. Adelaide, thuroughv Hhe searing deserts of He centre, to-the
Wwsiv tropical landscape of the nortiv In the early twentietiv century
there wos o perception that slowly the landscape was being tamed by
those wiho- hvad come fo- Uy shores. Conquering by motorcor way one of
the final frontiers.

The furst attempt

At 12 noon on 25 November 1907 Havrry Dutton and Mwurray
Aunger departed Adelaide General Post Office aboard o 1907 20 HP
Talbot fondly named ‘Angeling’ by Dutton. On the furst day as they
poassed Hurough Adelaide along tive rowte to- Gawler and. on to-
Kapunda, celeprationsy welcoming Hhe travellery and wishing Hem
ek were held withv muche merriment: They spent their first night
i the comfort and grandewr of Hhe Dutton family homestead, —
Andaby. Supplies had. also- been sent alread to- Oodnadatto, Alice



Springs, Cativerine Creek and Pune Creek: However, they had clhosen
the hottest monthvg to- travel thurouglh e centre of thve continent and
the wettest monthy for tive northvern reguon.

Ow 24 December 1907, after o heavy night's downpour near
Tennant’y Creek n tive Northern Territory they were so-deeply bogged
the men finally admitted defeat — for the moment at least:

Success ot LasH

Rouwghly six montiv later, on 30 June 1908, the two intfrepld
adaenturers once agoin bhegan their trip from the Adelaide GPO witiv
huwndrreds assembled to- wotch their departure.

.. When the clock boomed owtthe howr, and the car got-under way,
hearty cheers were sent wpr from the crowd:
Excerpt from The Reguster, 1 July 1908

This time they were aboard a new-25 HP Talbot,; The Overlander,
recently imported from England. The body work was buidt bn
Awstralio specifically for the diffieult conditions tivey were to- face
andl was futed witiv Michelin steel studoed tyres anod was packed.
withv essentlal equipment suche ay shovely, axes, rifles, waterbags, fan
belts, vice, goggles, coconunt matting, blow lamgp and spare tyres.

By 22 July Hre pair had reached Alice Springs. At this point a new
member jouned Hieir tfeam, Mr Erne Allchuarciy, the Alice Springs
Telegrapiv Operator and provided a very wseful Huiwrd paiv of hands.
Just o few- dayy later on July 31 they had reached Tennants Creek
and were able to- recover Hie abandoned. Angelina. Despite Hie sis
months the cor had spent exposed to- tie elements witiv birds roosting
v U the cor was i relatively goodl condition - even the tyres were

Duping ofs long rest in the wildernesy the old car became the home
of numberless wasps, spiders, centpedes and other feominine
nightmares, and despite a good cleaning ownts OF s stared that some
howry affer the car had resumed Ofs long jovrney northward, spiders



efe cordd be seen emerging from variouns nooks and crannces and
making a hurried dive for ferra firma

The Northern Terriory Tuwesy and Gazette, Editorial, 28 August
149038.

The dry centre of the continent presented great probplems. Hiddew tn
the long grass were termite mounds that could damage the wndersioe
of tHhe car. Finding suitaple sites to- cross creek beds strewn witiv
bouldery turned out to- be muci easier and guicker o He slow-
progress made over the sandivills: However tihve tropical nortiv, witiv
flowing creeks and dense busiv full of yellow- spiders and green

Haaring finally reached tire town of Darwin Ut b no- surprise that
following such a challenging jovurney the men and He two- velicles
were faken back to- Adelaide by steamship:

After the journey Dutton published a book of pihotograpiy featuring
& nmber of umages of Aboriginal people encountered along tire
rowte. Clearly the trovelders were as interested: uv Hhe [ndigenouws
people as e Aboriginal people were fascinated by the strange
vehicle that browght trovellers among them. Before colonisation there
were ot least 700 distinet Indigenous language growps in Auwstrodio.
Dutton and Aunger’s jowrney possed thwoughh country tivat covered
approxiumately 20 different language growps.



Horry Duton and Murray Aunger

Henvry (Horry) Dutton (1879 — 1932) was born info- a wealtihvy Souwtiv
Awstrolion fomily.

The family homestead, Anlaby Stotlon, way famows for Uy elaborate
garden porties. The 250 sguore mile property uncluded a manor
howse, a folly, cottages for the head gardener, conchman and kennel
master, coach houses, stabples and kennely, a deer park and. acres of
formal gardens hhome to- peacocks: It even had Uy own cricket and
foothall teams. Harry'y fotiver indherited the estate from his
wumarried and chuldless wnele, Fredevrick Duwton, un 1890. n 1905
Hawrry married Hie beantiful Emily Martin, the daugivter of a
suecessfuls businessmone ano politicioan. Togetiver they had Hhuee sony
(nclunding famed poet Geoffrey Dutton) and a dauglter.

In 1908 owning a cor way o lgnry experienced ondy by the very
wealthy. The Duttons were able to- afford tive cost of botiv Talbot
vehicles wsed to- complete He trovmscontinental crossing.

Hovace Hooper Muwrray Aunger (1878 — 1953) way a talentfed and
entfreprenenriol engineer. He wos also- o siecessful sportsman,
holding a number of cycling records uinclunding Hre Souwtiv Awstralio
1 mile record i 1899 and Hie Auwstraliowm 50 mile record i 1901.
He even raced against American cycling chompion Marsihhall Walter
‘Major’ Taylor.

Aunger's flrst experience withv motor velicles came thuwouglv iy
employment witiv the Lewtls Cycle Works un Adelaide, a ploneering
motor cycle company. I 1895 Aunger and Tom O'Grady, foremaon at
the cycle works, created o motorused bicycle by adapting o Lewis
triplet and bstolling a kerosene engine and. tested. o on Glen
Osmondl and Cross Roaods un Adelaide. This was one of Hhe furst
motoreyclesy un Awstralia: It was from Hiis same company tat Dutton
purchased botiv e Talbot velicles for Hhe journey.



